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Participant Profiles

Barik, Satyasundar: Satya is the Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) correspondent of The Asian Age, and 
has published over 500 stories on a wide range of issues. As a state-level correspondent, he 
generates stories from about 25 districts across Orissa. Satya also contributes to Down To Earth, 
the science and environment fortnightly which CSE helps publish. Satya can be contacted at 
satyasundar1@rediffmail.com 

Dash, Jatindra: Jatindra has been working as Principal Correspondent in Bhubaneshwar for the 
Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) since 1999. He is also a consulting editor for the Purvanchal 
Media News Service. He writes regularly on a wide variety of issues ranging from development, 
wildlife and tourism to politics and health. In 2004, Jatindra participated in a media workshop on 
food safety, organised by CSE in New Delhi. Jatindra can be contacted at jatindash@hotmail.com

Dash, Manoj: Manoj works as a Systems Assistant for the Purvanchal Media News Service in 
Sonepur, Orissa. A graduate in English and Economics and a professionally trained web 
designer, Manoj is keen to explore avenues and leads in development journalism. Manoj can be 
contacted at mk31@rediffmail.com

Guru, Sudeep: Sudeep is the Balangir correspondent of The Times of India. He has 11 years of 
experience working with TOI and other leading English dailies such as The Hindustan Times, The 
Statesman and The New Indian Express. A seasoned development reporter, Sudeep is also a 
founder-member of Anchalika Sambad, an Oriya weekly published from Balangir. He can be 
reached at sudeepguru@rediffmail.com

Jagdev, Prabuddha: Prabuddha is a Sub-editor with The New Indian Express in Bhubaneshwar, 
Orissa. He has also worked with the Bhubaneshwar bureaus of The Hindustan Times and The 
Times of India. He can be reached at jagdeb@gmail.com

Jena, Manipadma: Manipadma is an independent development journalist, researcher and media 
consultant, based in Bhubaneshwar. She writes analytical features on issues of sustainable 
development, environment, health, scheduled tribes, labour, governance and gender. Her 
features have been published in mainstream publications in English, including The Hindu, The 
Telegraph, The Indian Express and The Statesman. Manipadma wrote ‘Socioscan’, a column for 
an Orissa supplement of The Economic Times from 1995 to 1998 and ‘Bottomline’, a personal 
column in the Orissa edition of The Times of India (2001-02), which focused on food security, 
governance and corruption issues. Manipadma is also a member of the panel of experts for 
Doordarshan, ETV-Oriya and Orissa TV on youth and women-related issues. She is a visiting 
faculty at the School for Women's Studies, Utkal University. Manipadma can be contacted at 
manipadma@vsnl.net

Khan, Imran: Imran is the Senior State Correspondent for IANS in Bihar, and is based in Patna, 
the state capital. In his earlier assignments, Imran spent several years in Orissa -- first as state 
correspondent for The Sunday Observer and then with The Times of India and rediff.com. A keen 



development writer, Imran received a National Foundation of India media fellowship in 1999-2000 
to study ‘tribal displacement in Orissa in the name of development’. He has won the Shaheed 
Niyogi Memorial Award for Journalism in 2003-04. Imran can be reached at 
imran312000@hotmail.com

Kishore, K N: Kunnathully Nakulan Kishore is a Staff Reporter and Sub-Editor at The Hitavada’s 
Raipur (Chhattisgarh) edition, and writes on environment and tourism issues. Kishore has also 
worked with The Hindustan Times (Bhopal and Raipur) and Central Chronicle (Bhopal). He holds 
qualifications in ecology and environment and journalism and mass communications. Kishore can 
be reached at knkishore@indiatimes.com

Mohanty, Debabrata: Debabrata is a Telegraph Senior Correspondent, based in Bhubaneshwar. 
An alumnus of the Asian College of Journalism in Bangalore, Debabrata has also worked with 
The Hindustan  Times  and  The  New Indian  Express.  The  issue  of  sustainable  livelihoods  -- 
especially in the resource-rich but still poverty-stricken state of Orissa -- has always fascinated 
him, he says. Debabrata can be contacted at debabrata_m@yahoo.com

Mohapatra, Prabhu Kalyan: Prabhu is a state-level accredited freelance journalist holding an 
experience of more than 25 years as a reporter and senior correspondent. He has worked with all 
the leading Oriya dailies including Sambad, Samaj, Prajatantra and Dharitri. Prabhu has been 
freelancing for 10 years now for regional and national dailies and journals, and writes on 
environment and development, politics and culture. He can be contacted at 
prabhukalyan_mohapatra@yahoo.co.in

Pani, Amiya Kumar: Amiya is a Correspondent and Cameraperson with India TV, based in 
Bhubaneshwar, Orissa. Amiya has spent over 11 years in frontline audio-visual journalism in 
Bhubaneshwar Doordrashan and Aaj ki Baat. He has also worked as an associate director on 
several documentaries. Amiya is available at amiyapani69@yahoo.co.in

Pani, Ratan Kumar: Ratan is the Senior Staff Correspondent and Bureau Head of The New 
Indian Express at Rourkela, Orissa. He covers western Orissa, comprising the districts of 
Bolangir, Bargarh, Sambalpur, Jharsuguda and Sundargarh, besides parts of West Singhbhum 
district in Jharkhand which has a sizable Oriya population. Ratan has been closely associated 
with MASS and its activities. He has received a CSE fellowship to examine the issue of forests as 
habitat, and a BBC World Service grant to study leprosy. Ratan is available at 
ratankpani@rediffmail.com

Rao, R Uma Maheshwara: Uma Maheshwara is a Senior Sub-editor with the Hyderabad-based 
Telugu daily, Vaartha, and has 16 years of experience in journalism. Uma has worked earlier with 
another leading Telugu daily, Andhra Prabha, and is also a member of the faculty in Rachana 
Journalism College in Hyderabad. Uma can be reached at urevuru@yahoo.com

Rout, Hemant: Hemant is the Balasore (Orissa) correspondent of The New Indian Express. He 
writes occasionally for Sahara Times, the weekly, and has worked with Samaya, the Oriya daily. 
A recipient of the Banajyotshna Purashkar (Phulabani) and the Sansar Samman (Cuttack), 
Hemant also edits a quarterly Oriya magazine called Ujani. He can be reached at 
hemantrout@rediffmail.com

Routray, Rina: A doctorate in Botany, Rina is an Associate Editor with Asantakali, a monthly 
journal published from Cuttack. She has also worked with Paribesa Taranga, a bi-monthly on 
environment and development. Rina is the president of the Keonjhar-based Women’s 
Organisation for Socio-Cultural Awareness which works to better the lives of tribal women. Rina 
can be reached at rinaroutray@rediffmail.com  

Sanjay, Kumar: Sanjay is based in Ranchi (Jharkhand), and is the Research and Study In-
charge and Event Project Editor with the leading Hindi daily, Prabhat Khabar. He is also 



associated with Abhiyan, a network initiative of local organisations that focuses on indigenous 
rights. Sanjay is the co-editor of Janwani, a local newspaper, and Swashashan Samachar, a 
monthly magazine. He also contributes to Outlook (Hindi) and Janpath magazines. Sanjay’s e-
mail ID is sanjaynidan@yahoo.com

Satapathy, Jayaprakash: JP, a Manager with Eastern Media Ltd in Bargarh (Orissa), has 
worked with Sambad, the Oriya daily, in Bhubaneshwar, Rourkela, Sambalpur and Bargarh. He 
has published over 300 articles on topics related to development, economy and business and 
writes regular weekly columns in Sambad. JP can be contacted at 
prabhukalyan_mohapatra@yahoo.co.in
 
Satapathy, Rabinarayan: Rabinarayan is a Special Correspondent in Basudevpur (Bhadrak, 
Orissa) with the Purvanchal Media News Service. He has also worked with a number of Oriya 
dailies including Dharitri and Kholadwar. Rabinarayan can be reached at 
talk2rabi72@rediffmail.com

Shroti, Rupesh: Rupesh is a Senior Copy Editor and Reporter with ETV News in Hyderabad, 
Andhra Pradesh. Before joining ETV, Rupesh did a long stint with Dainik Bhaskar, the Hindi daily, 
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Punjab. Rupesh has been the recipient of a media fellowship 
instituted by the Union ministry of water resources; he has also won the Gram Gader award for 
rural reporting in 2004. Rupesh is available at r_shroti@hotmail.com

Thakur, Purushottam Singh: The NDTV correspondent in Bhubaneshwar, Purushottam did 
exclusive reports of the starvation deaths and mass exodus in Kalahandi, Nuapada and Bolangir 
districts of Orissa -- the veracity of his reports were confirmed by the National Human Rights 
Commission. Purushottam has been awarded the Sanskriti Award for Journalism in 1997 and the 
first Gaunlivichar Fellowship for Rural Reporting; he has also received a National Foundation of 
India fellowship to study the plight of women and children in Kalahandi, and the Agragamee 
Fellowship to examine the issue of minor forest produce. Purushottam can be reached at 
puru@ndtv.com

Thakur, Satish Singh: Satish is the Executive Editor of Samachar Lok, a fortnightly published 
from Raipur, Chhattisgarh. A Bachelor of Journalism, Satish began his career in the audio-visual 
media before moving on to Samachar Lok as a Reporter. Satish can be reached at 
sat_india42002@yahoo.co.in
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